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SEATTLE (AP) — Cybertrucks set ablaze. Bullets and Molotov cocktails aimed at 

Tesla showrooms.

Attacks on property carrying the logo of Elon Musk’s electric-car company are 

cropping up across the U.S. and overseas. While no injuries have been 

reported, Tesla showrooms, vehicle lots, charging stations and privately 

owned cars have been targeted.



Police are investigating after several vehicles were set on fire at a Tesla service 
center, Tuesday, March 18, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas 
Review-Journal via AP)

There’s been a clear uptick since President Donald Trump took office and 

empowered Musk to oversee a new Department of Government Efficiency 

that’s slashing government spending. Experts on domestic extremism say it’s 

impossible to know yet if the spate of incidents will balloon into a long-term 

pattern.

In Trump’s first term, his properties in New York, Washington and elsewhere 

became a natural place for protest. In the early days of his second term, Tesla 

is filling that role.

https://apnews.com/article/doge-firings-layoffs-federal-government-workers-musk-d33cdd7872d64d2bdd8fe70c28652654
https://apnews.com/hub/donald-trump


“Tesla is an easy target,” said Randy Blazak, a sociologist who studies political 

violence. “They’re rolling down our streets. They have dealerships in our 

neighborhoods.”



Musk critics have organized dozens of peaceful demonstrations at Tesla 

dealerships and factories across North America and Europe. Some Tesla 

owners, including a U.S. senator who feuded with Musk, have vowed to sell 

their vehicles.

RELATED COVERAGE

https://x.com/CaptMarkKelly/status/1900574148906086817
https://apnews.com/article/elon-musk-tesla-protests-doge-3b3eba9313074ccf8e959a92486d900f


Delaware’s status as corporate capital might be on the line in a fight over 
shareholder lawsuits

https://apnews.com/article/elon-musk-corporations-shareholders-delaware-nevada-texas-f110a0e560bf31628d523e310e0d88df
https://apnews.com/article/elon-musk-corporations-shareholders-delaware-nevada-texas-f110a0e560bf31628d523e310e0d88df
https://apnews.com/article/elon-musk-corporations-shareholders-delaware-nevada-texas-f110a0e560bf31628d523e310e0d88df
https://apnews.com/article/tesla-canada-vancouver-auto-show-removed-a19d8774d0d1f66fafd8522fb45d8f32


Vancouver International Auto Show removes Tesla, citing safety concerns 
at event

China’s BYD launches EV charging system it says works nearly as fast as a 
fill up

But the attacks are keeping law enforcement busy.

https://apnews.com/article/china-byd-tesla-buffet-ev-63280ec09317d2c0a8e70449fd0e4a95
https://apnews.com/article/china-byd-tesla-buffet-ev-63280ec09317d2c0a8e70449fd0e4a95
https://apnews.com/article/tesla-canada-vancouver-auto-show-removed-a19d8774d0d1f66fafd8522fb45d8f32
https://apnews.com/article/tesla-canada-vancouver-auto-show-removed-a19d8774d0d1f66fafd8522fb45d8f32
https://apnews.com/article/china-byd-tesla-buffet-ev-63280ec09317d2c0a8e70449fd0e4a95


A member of the Seattle Fire Department inspects a burned Tesla Cybertruck 
at a Tesla lot in Seattle, Monday, March 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, 
File)

Prosecutors in Colorado charged a woman last month in connection with 

attacks on Tesla dealerships, including Molotov cocktails thrown at 

vehicles and the words “Nazi cars” spray-painted on a building.

And federal agents in South Carolina last week arrested a man they say set fire 

to Tesla charging stations near Charleston. An agent from the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives wrote in an affidavit that authorities 

found writings critical of the government and DOGE in his bedroom and 

wallet.

https://apnews.com/article/tesla-vandalism-arrest-colorado-musk-9b8019281d60825af8bac4a9c1df6255
https://apnews.com/article/tesla-vandalism-arrest-colorado-musk-9b8019281d60825af8bac4a9c1df6255
https://apnews.com/article/tesla-colorado-dealership-vandalized-federal-charges-musk-d6aefe246624592ceff0b4e6ce6e57a1


“The statement made mention of sending a message based on these beliefs,” 

the agent wrote.

Some of the most prominent incidents have been reported in left-leaning 

cities in the Pacific Northwest, like Portland, Oregon, and Seattle, where anti-

Trump and anti-Musk sentiment runs high.

An Oregon man faces charges after allegedly throwing several Molotov 

cocktails at a Tesla store in Salem, then returning another day and shooting 

out windows. In the Portland suburb of Tigard, more than a dozen bullets 

were fired at a Tesla showroom last week, damaging vehicles and windows, 

the second time in a week that the store was targeted.

Four Cybertrucks were set on fire in a Tesla lot in Seattle earlier this month. On 

Friday, witnesses reported a man poured gasoline on an unoccupied Tesla 

Model S and started a fire on a Seattle street.

In Las Vegas, several Tesla vehicles were set ablaze early Tuesday outside a 

Tesla service center where the word “resist” was also painted in red across the 

building’s front doors. Authorities said at least one person threw Molotov 

cocktails — crude bombs filled with gasoline or another flammable liquid — 

and fired several rounds from a weapon into the vehicles.

https://apnews.com/video/authorities-investigate-after-tesla-cybertrucks-burn-in-seattle-5cc5926aad8741cabad6f4a908e5106d
https://apnews.com/article/tesla-cybertruck-fire-seattle-7cd720096694b8455684db31159ed666
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-ap-top-news-race-and-ethnicity-id-state-wire-or-state-wire-b57315d97dd2146c4a89b4636faa7b70




“Was this terrorism? Was it something else? It certainly has some of the 

hallmarks that we might think — the writing on the wall, potential political 

agenda, an act of violence,” Spencer Evans, the special agent in charge of the 

Las Vegas FBI office, said at a news conference. “None of those factors are lost 

on us.”

Tesla becomes a target for the left

Tesla was once the darling of the left. Helped to viability by a $465 million 

federal loan during the Obama administration, the company popularized 

electric vehicles and proved, despite their early reputation, that they didn’t 

have to be small, stodgy, underpowered and limited in range.

More recently, though, Musk has allied himself with the right. He bought the 

social network Twitter, renamed it X and erased restrictions that had infuriated 

conservatives. He spent an estimated $250 million to boost Trump’s 2024 

Republican campaign, becoming by far his biggest benefactor.

https://apnews.com/article/elon-musk-congress-bipartisan-deal-320a3487d596ae0d2e1ffdc1e62054b3


Tesla CEO Elon Musk attends the opening of the Tesla factory Berlin 
Brandenburg in Gruenheide, Germany, March 22, 2022. (Patrick Pleul/Pool via 
AP, File)

Musk continues to run Tesla — as well as X and the rocket manufacturer 

SpaceX — while also serving as Trump’s adviser.

Tesla stock doubled in value in the weeks after Trump’s election but has since 

shed all those gains.

Trump gave a boost to the company when he turned the White House 

driveway into an electric-vehicle showroom. He promoted the vehicles and 

https://apnews.com/article/trump-musk-tesla-9a43c57a0591a4c7ed8d3f1b2c7ef8d9
https://apnews.com/article/trump-musk-tesla-9a43c57a0591a4c7ed8d3f1b2c7ef8d9
https://apnews.com/article/spacex-starship-elon-musk-0c260a324f597a172300315c6486b9df
https://apnews.com/article/spacex-starship-elon-musk-0c260a324f597a172300315c6486b9df
https://apnews.com/article/x-cyber-attack-musk-trump-77f48ea813482de03272136121ea2f5c


said he would purchase an $80,000 Model S, eschewing his fierce past 

criticism of electric vehicles.

Tesla didn’t respond to a request for comment. Musk briefly addressed the 

vandalism Monday during an appearance on Sen. Ted Cruz’s podcast, saying 

“at least some of it is organized and paid for” by “left-wing organizations in 

America, funded by left-wing billionaires, essentially.”

“This level of violence is insane and deeply wrong,” Musk wrote Tuesday on X, 

sharing a video of burning Teslas in Las Vegas. “Tesla just makes electric cars 

and has done nothing to deserve these evil attacks.”

https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1902025957646508355
https://apnews.com/article/trump-electric-vehicles-past-criticism-hoax-d58758e990f13482e0c6e3a79150abbe
https://apnews.com/article/trump-electric-vehicles-past-criticism-hoax-d58758e990f13482e0c6e3a79150abbe


The progressive group Indivisible, which published a guide for supporters to 

organize “Musk Or Us” protests around the country, said in a statement that all 

of its guidance is publicly available and “it explicitly encourages peaceful 

protest and condemns any acts of violence or vandalism.”

Some Tesla owners have resorted to cheeky bumper stickers to distance 

themselves from their vehicle’s new stigma and perhaps deter would-be 

vandals. They say things like “I bought this before we knew Elon was crazy” or 

“I just wanted an electric car. Sorry guys.”



People protesting Elon Musk’s actions in the Trump administration hold signs 
outside a Tesla showroom in Seattle on Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025. (AP 
Photo/Manuel Valdes, File)

Prices for used Cybertrucks, Tesla’s most distinctive product, have dropped 

nearly 8% since Trump took office, according to CarGurus, which aggregates 

used-car vehicle listings. The market as a whole remained steady over the 

period.

The White House vows a crackdown

The White House has thrown its weight behind Musk, the highest-profile 

member of Trump’s administration and a key donor to committees promoting 

Trump’s political interests. Trump has said Tesla vandalism amounts to 



“domestic terror,” and Trump has threatened retribution, warning that those 

who target the company are “going to go through hell.”

Attorney General Pam Bondi said she’d opened an investigation “to see how is 

this being funded, who is behind this.”

“If you’re going to touch a Tesla, go to a dealership, do anything, you better 

watch out because we’re coming after you,” Bondi said Friday on Fox Business 

Network. In a statement Tuesday, she vowed to “continue investigations that 

impose severe consequences,” including for “those operating behind the 

scenes to coordinate and fund these crimes.”

Colin Clarke, a senior research fellow at the Soufan Center, said left-wing 

political violence tends to target property rather than people. He views the rise 

of neo-Nazi groups as a bigger security threat at this point.

“It’s not the type of act that I would prioritize,” Clarke said. “Not right now 

compared to all the other threats that are out there.”

Theresa Ramsdell is the president of the Tesla Owners of Washington state, a 

club for Tesla enthusiasts, and she and her husband own three of them.



“Hate on Elon and Trump all you want — that’s fine and dandy, it’s your 

choice,” she said. “It doesn’t justify ruining somebody’s property, vandalizing it, 

destroying it, setting it on fire. There’s other ways to get your voice heard 

that’s more effective.”

Someone recently slapped a “no Elon” sticker on the tailgate of her Cybertruck, 

but she said she doesn’t intend to stop driving her Teslas. Other club members 

have taken a similar view, she said.

“I love my car. It’s the safest car,” Ramsdell said. “I’m not going to let somebody 

else judge me for the car I drive.”



Demonstrators shout at a driver of a Tesla as they protest against the Trump 
administration near the White House Friday, March 14, 2025, in Washington. 
(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)

___

Cooper reported from Phoenix.
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SEATTLE (AP) — Cybertrucks set ablaze. Bullets and Molotov cocktails aimed at Tesla showrooms.

Attacks on property carrying the logo of Elon Musk’s electric-car company are cropping up across the U.S. and overseas. While no injuries have been reported, Tesla showrooms, vehicle lots, charging stations and privately owned cars have been targeted.

Police are investigating after several vehicles were set on fire at a Tesla service center, Tuesday, March 18, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)

Police are investigating after several vehicles were set on fire at a Tesla service center, Tuesday, March 18, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)

There’s been a clear uptick since President Donald Trump took office and empowered Musk to oversee a new Department of Government Efficiency that’s slashing government spending. Experts on domestic extremism say it’s impossible to know yet if the spate of incidents will balloon into a long-term pattern.

In Trump’s first term, his properties in New York, Washington and elsewhere became a natural place for protest. In the early days of his second term, Tesla is filling that role.

“Tesla is an easy target,” said Randy Blazak, a sociologist who studies political violence. “They’re rolling down our streets. They have dealerships in our neighborhoods.”

FILE- Tesla CEO Elon Musk speaks before unveiling the Model Y at Tesla's design studio, March 14, 2019, in Hawthorne, Calif. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)

A person protesting Elon Musk's actions in the Trump administration holds a sign outside a Tesla showroom in Seattle on Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes, File)

Musk critics have organized dozens of peaceful demonstrations at Tesla dealerships and factories across North America and Europe. Some Tesla owners, including a U.S. senator who feuded with Musk, have vowed to sell their vehicles.

RELATED COVERAGE

Elon Musk departs the Capitol following a meeting with Senate Republicans, in Washington, Wednesday, March 5, 2025. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, file)

Delaware’s status as corporate capital might be on the line in a fight over shareholder lawsuits

A member of the Seattle Fire Department inspects a burned Tesla Cybertruck at a Tesla lot in Seattle, Monday, March 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)

Vancouver International Auto Show removes Tesla, citing safety concerns at event

Visitors check the China made BYD ATTO 3 at the IAA motor show in Munich, Germany, on Sept. 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)

China’s BYD launches EV charging system it says works nearly as fast as a fill up

But the attacks are keeping law enforcement busy.
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A member of the Seattle Fire Department inspects a burned Tesla Cybertruck at a Tesla lot in Seattle, Monday, March 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)

Prosecutors in Colorado charged a woman last month in connection with attacks on Tesla dealerships, including Molotov cocktails thrown at vehicles and the words “Nazi cars” spray-painted on a building.

And federal agents in South Carolina last week arrested a man they say set fire to Tesla charging stations near Charleston. An agent from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives wrote in an affidavit that authorities found writings critical of the government and DOGE in his bedroom and wallet.

“The statement made mention of sending a message based on these beliefs,” the agent wrote.

Some of the most prominent incidents have been reported in left-leaning cities in the Pacific Northwest, like Portland, Oregon, and Seattle, where anti-Trump and anti-Musk sentiment runs high.

An Oregon man faces charges after allegedly throwing several Molotov cocktails at a Tesla store in Salem, then returning another day and shooting out windows. In the Portland suburb of Tigard, more than a dozen bullets were fired at a Tesla showroom last week, damaging vehicles and windows, the second time in a week that the store was targeted.

Four Cybertrucks were set on fire in a Tesla lot in Seattle earlier this month. On Friday, witnesses reported a man poured gasoline on an unoccupied Tesla Model S and started a fire on a Seattle street.

In Las Vegas, several Tesla vehicles were set ablaze early Tuesday outside a Tesla service center where the word “resist” was also painted in red across the building’s front doors. Authorities said at least one person threw Molotov cocktails — crude bombs filled with gasoline or another flammable liquid — and fired several rounds from a weapon into the vehicles.

A burnt-out Tesla car stands in the Steglitz district of Berlin, Friday, March 14, 2025, as four Teslas are suspected to have been set on fire in Berlin last night. (Christophe Gateau/dpa via AP)

A burnt-out Tesla car stands in the Steglitz district of Berlin, Friday, March 14, 2025, as four Teslas are suspected to have been set on fire in Berlin last night. (Christophe Gateau/dpa via AP)

“Was this terrorism? Was it something else? It certainly has some of the hallmarks that we might think — the writing on the wall, potential political agenda, an act of violence,” Spencer Evans, the special agent in charge of the Las Vegas FBI office, said at a news conference. “None of those factors are lost on us.”

Tesla becomes a target for the leftTesla was once the darling of the left. Helped to viability by a $465 million federal loan during the Obama administration, the company popularized electric vehicles and proved, despite their early reputation, that they didn’t have to be small, stodgy, underpowered and limited in range.

More recently, though, Musk has allied himself with the right. He bought the social network Twitter, renamed it X and erased restrictions that had infuriated conservatives. He spent an estimated $250 million to boost Trump’s 2024 Republican campaign, becoming by far his biggest benefactor.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk attends the opening of the Tesla factory Berlin Brandenburg in Gruenheide, Germany, March 22, 2022. (Patrick Pleul/Pool via AP, File)

Tesla CEO Elon Musk attends the opening of the Tesla factory Berlin Brandenburg in Gruenheide, Germany, March 22, 2022. (Patrick Pleul/Pool via AP, File)

Musk continues to run Tesla — as well as X and the rocket manufacturer SpaceX — while also serving as Trump’s adviser.

Tesla stock doubled in value in the weeks after Trump’s election but has since shed all those gains.

Trump gave a boost to the company when he turned the White House driveway into an electric-vehicle showroom. He promoted the vehicles and said he would purchase an $80,000 Model S, eschewing his fierce past criticism of electric vehicles.

Tesla didn’t respond to a request for comment. Musk briefly addressed the vandalism Monday during an appearance on Sen. Ted Cruz’s podcast, saying “at least some of it is organized and paid for” by “left-wing organizations in America, funded by left-wing billionaires, essentially.”

“This level of violence is insane and deeply wrong,” Musk wrote Tuesday on X, sharing a video of burning Teslas in Las Vegas. “Tesla just makes electric cars and has done nothing to deserve these evil attacks.”

A burned Tesla vehicle is shown at a Tesla collision center Tuesday, March 18, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)

Law enforcement officials investigate vehicle fires at a Tesla collision center Tuesday, March 18, 2025, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)

The progressive group Indivisible, which published a guide for supporters to organize “Musk Or Us” protests around the country, said in a statement that all of its guidance is publicly available and “it explicitly encourages peaceful protest and condemns any acts of violence or vandalism.”

Some Tesla owners have resorted to cheeky bumper stickers to distance themselves from their vehicle’s new stigma and perhaps deter would-be vandals. They say things like “I bought this before we knew Elon was crazy” or “I just wanted an electric car. Sorry guys.”

People protesting Elon Musk's actions in the Trump administration hold signs outside a Tesla showroom in Seattle on Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025. (AP Photo/Manuel Valdes, File)
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Prices for used Cybertrucks, Tesla’s most distinctive product, have dropped nearly 8% since Trump took office, according to CarGurus, which aggregates used-car vehicle listings. The market as a whole remained steady over the period.

The White House vows a crackdownThe White House has thrown its weight behind Musk, the highest-profile member of Trump’s administration and a key donor to committees promoting Trump’s political interests. Trump has said Tesla vandalism amounts to “domestic terror,” and Trump has threatened retribution, warning that those who target the company are “going to go through hell.”

Attorney General Pam Bondi said she’d opened an investigation “to see how is this being funded, who is behind this.”

“If you’re going to touch a Tesla, go to a dealership, do anything, you better watch out because we’re coming after you,” Bondi said Friday on Fox Business Network. In a statement Tuesday, she vowed to “continue investigations that impose severe consequences,” including for “those operating behind the scenes to coordinate and fund these crimes.”

Colin Clarke, a senior research fellow at the Soufan Center, said left-wing political violence tends to target property rather than people. He views the rise of neo-Nazi groups as a bigger security threat at this point.

“It’s not the type of act that I would prioritize,” Clarke said. “Not right now compared to all the other threats that are out there.”

Theresa Ramsdell is the president of the Tesla Owners of Washington state, a club for Tesla enthusiasts, and she and her husband own three of them.

“Hate on Elon and Trump all you want — that’s fine and dandy, it’s your choice,” she said. “It doesn’t justify ruining somebody’s property, vandalizing it, destroying it, setting it on fire. There’s other ways to get your voice heard that’s more effective.”



Someone recently slapped a “no Elon” sticker on the tailgate of her Cybertruck, but she said she doesn’t intend to stop driving her Teslas. Other club members have taken a similar view, she said.

“I love my car. It’s the safest car,” Ramsdell said. “I’m not going to let somebody else judge me for the car I drive.”
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___Cooper reported from Phoenix.



